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FMDAC Web-site: http://www.fmdac.org

ACCO MODATIO NS
The convention will be at Conley’s Resort located on

Rt. 8, 5 miles south ofButler, Pennsylvania and 4
miles north of the Pennsylvania Turnpike exit 39. The
rooms will be $63.00 plus tax per night for a single,

$77.00 for a double and $15.00 for each additional person.
(This includes a full buffet breakfast). That rate will be fromNovember

1st to November 5 th. To make reservations you can call 1-800-344-
7303. Be sure to tell themyou are with the FMDAC. You can check

out this beautiful hotel at www.conleyresort.com

CAMPING
The nearest campground to Conley’s is the Butternut Woodlands

Campground located about 6.5 miles away. For info on camping call
(724) 789-9340

ATTRACTIONS
Conley’s resort has a PGA GolfCourse on site and a small indoor Water

Park. Also Conley’s Resort is located about 20 miles fromdowntown
Pittsburgh where you can find many things to do. Located about 10

miles away is Lake Arthur and Moraine StatePark were you may find a
deserted beach to hunt.

SEMINARSAND EXHIBITS
We will have displays by manufacturers and dealers, clubs and

individuals at Conley’s Resort. Seminars on a variety of topics will run
on Saturday. The display area will be open Friday from4:00PMto

7:00PM and Saturday from10:00 AMto 3:00 PM. Registration will be
open at the Conley Resort on from2:00PMon Friday.

BANQUET
The banquet will beon Saturday evening and it will start offwith a cash
bar at 6:30 pmfollowed by a buffet dinner at 7:30pm. A fter the dinner

we will have a guest speaker.

HUNTS
All hunts will be at theButlerCounty Farm Show Grounds about 5

miles from Conley’s
A Surprisehunt will be held on Saturday morning promptly at 8:00am.

Registration will be at 7:00am. The two main hunts will be held on
Sunday at 10:00 amand 1:00 pm, with registration starting at 8:30am.
They will be held rain or shine. You must be an FMDAC member to
enter the hunts. We will have all silver coins in thepaid hunt fields.

There will be a free kid’s hunt between the two main hunts on Sunday.

TRAVEL
You can fly into Pittsburgh International Airport. The hotel is 20 to 30

minutes fromthe airport.

GOLF SCRAMBLE
Ifyou are a golfer you may want to join with some ofyour FMDAC
friends. This will be a best ball scramble with either 2 or 4 man teams
depending on the number ofgolfers. We will draw for teams Thursday
mourning before we start. Starting time will be 9:00AM Thursday and

we will meet in the front lobby. The cost for this scramble will be
$40.00. This includes green fees, cart and prizes.

If you need any more info or have any questions then please contact
Duane Billerat 724-439-1380

Or Vic Kamer at 724-295-3046.

All times and schedule subject to change.

*The Federationof Metal Detector and Archaeological Clubs is a
501(c)(3) not for prof itorganization.*

ENTRY FORM

This entry or a copy of this entry must besent in with a check or money
order, along with a business size, self addressed, stamped envelope.
Canadian members must pay with a US Money Order.

IMPORTANT PLEASE READ CAREFULLY
1. Registrants at the time ofregistration at convention must present
their current FMDAC membership card.
2. P lease fill out the formCOMPLETELY, including the FMDAC club
or Independent to which you belong.

Your signature is very important. Ifyou do not sign the release, you
will not be permitted to hunt.
3. There will be $25 returned check fee.
4. Pack your tickets early. NO TICKET - NO ENTRY.
5. Hunt will be held rain or shine. NO REFUNDS. Please complete the
form and make check/money order

payable to the FMDAC and mail to:
JILL MCFEEDERS

7025 DOVER ZOAR RD.
DOVER, OH 44622

DON’T FORGET YOUR SELF ADDRESSED BUSINESS
SIZED, STAMPED ENVELOPE – (Tickets and info will besent

back to you.) If you do not send an envelope, your tickets will be
held.
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=========================================
=

I ama member of the FMDAC in good standing and
I wish to participate in the following events.

GOLF SRAMBLE
# of entries_____(Until 10/1) $40_____

(10/1 to 10/15) $40_____After 10/16 $40_____
SATURDAY HUNT

# of entries _____(Until 10/1) $40_____
(10/1 to 10/15) $45_____ (After 10/16) $50_____

BANQUET
# of meals_____(Until 10/1) $30_____

(10/1 to 10/15) $40_____ (After 10/16) $50_____
SUNDAY HUNTS

# of entries_____ (Until 10/1) $85_____
(10/1 to 10/15) $95_____ (After 10/16) $105_____

DO NOT MAIL AFTER 10/20/ 2007 - PAY AT THE
CONVENTION.

I have enclosed a check/money order (US FUNDS) in the amount of
$______

You do not have to be a member of the FMDAC for the Banquet.

NAME________________________________________

NAME________________________________________

ADDRESS_____________________________________

CITY_________________________________________
STATE____________________ZIP________________

CLUB NAME or
INDEPENDENT________________________________

PHONE______________________________________
Email________________________________________

I acknowledge that I WILL NOT hold the FMDAC,
Conley’s Resort, or the Butler County Farm Show
responsible for any injuries or accidents I may incur while
participating in any of the above events.

Signature_____________________________________
Date_________________________________________

2007 Fall FMDAC Convention Hunt Rules

1. You must be an FMDAC member to participate in thehunt. You
must show your FMDAC card at Registration.

2. No PI (Pulse Induction) machines are permitted.

3. Headphones must be used on the hunt field.

4. Coils over 11 inches are not permitted to beused.

5. Only small digging tools will be permitted. (3 width

6. Only registered hunters permitted on the hunt field.

7. The Hunt Master is totally in charge.

8. Prizes will be regulated according to number ofentries.

9. All coins used in Sunday’s hunt will be silver.

10. Coinage for Saturday’s optional hunt will be at the discretion
of the Hunt Chairman.

FMDAC MERCHANDISE

Patches $3.00
4’ Stickers $1.50
3” Stickers $1.00

Lapel / Hat pins $4.00
S&H $1.00

Hats and T-shirts will be
available at the convention

Contact Jill McFeeders
7025 Dover Zoar Rd.

Dover, OH 44622
330 364-1608

jcseeker@core.com
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COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE FORMED

Website Manager, Lee Weise, took the lead and
formed a new Communications Committee. The members
include Secretary Dave Perry, Membership Co-secretaries,
Mike & Sue Race and Treasurer Jill McFeeders.

The purpose of the group is to streamline the way
we get information to the clubs and independent members.
Very few of the Independents responded to our call for
getting the Quest by email instead of U.S.P.S. With
postage now at 41 cents we are limited to 12 pages to
keep from paying an extra 24 cents or so per additional
page. The more eQuests we send the fewer mailed
Quests we have to send resulting in savings that can be
used for other issues.

The electronic version may be an expanded edition
of the mailed version. A lot of articles are worth getting out
to the public and we can do this electronically.

The FMDAC membership application will be
changed to reflect only one electronic contact for each club
and Independent. As it is now there is a space for several
email contacts for each club. This has been very confusing
in trying to get the Quest out to as many as possible
through this avenue. Many emails came back as “failed
mail”. That is why we need a workable email for each
member that has Web access.

A person could create a Hotmail account if they did
not want to use their personal email. A lot of people do
that for fill ing out forms etc. on the Web. All email
addresses will be kept confidential. You will not see any
other addresse s when you receive our mailings. You will
receive only items related to the hobby. And yes there will
be some advertising. You never know, we may feature an
item or product related to the hobby that you might be
interested in.

The email contact for the club will have to be
responsible for sending their club’s FMDAC email list to
Jil l McFeeders along with a list of names and addresse s of
those members that do not have email access. There are
just not that many people that do not have Web access.
The club contact could also print a few copies for the non
email members resulting in no mailings.

Our goal is to put the Quest in every club members
hand or on their computer. Any and all changes from the
clubs and Independents will go through Jill to Mike and
Sue. Mike and Sue will maintain the lists of clubs and
Independent members or as we are calling it “the
database”. The FMDAC has a strict policy of keeping all of
our records confidential. We do not share your private
information with anyone and never will.

SPRING CONVENTION

The Spring Convention in Mesa, AZ. was an
absolute blast. Mike Smith coordinated one of the best
events that we have seen. Mike took a group up into the
mountains north of Mesa near Rye, AZ. It was quite an
experience to be out with all that nature.

The convention weekend actually started with a
free hunt on Friday evening followed by a great supper in
the saloon at Goldfield Ghost Town. The atmosphere was
electric. Cowboy hats, boots dominated the wardrobe
department.

Cheryl Kamer and Linda Biller

Les Alexander and His wife entertained with a
variety of songs for the crowd. Everyone enjoyed the
evening. Saturday morning brought the Gold Nugget Hunt.
Hunters gathered in anticipation of taking home some nice
nuggets and a lot of hunters did.

Old Friends Gather
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The rest of the day brought some nice displays and
very interesting seminars. Jake Cruzen gave a talk on
Spanish Treasure Signs and Symbols. He had the crowd’s
attention with some displays and artifacts that he passed
around through the crowd.

After the lunch break Jack San Felice told his
audience about the Silver King Mine. He is the CEO of the
Silver King Mine will be overseeing the re-opening. They
hope to get another “mother lode”.

The last seminar of the day was given by “Dutch
Hunter” Clay Worst. I didn’t get to attend this one but the
crowd said he had their attention the entire time he spoke
about the Lost Dutchman Mine.

The banquet ended Saturday’s festivities. The
buffet was great and there was plenty of it. I was kind of
partial to the Lemon Chicken.

Bob Schoose from Goldfield Ghost Town gave a
nice presentation on the Lost Adam’s Diggings. The movie
Treasure of the Sierra Madre was based on this mine. All
of the speakers did a fabulous job and we thank them.

Jake Cruzen’s Ancient leather map

Sunday morning brought the wind and of course
the big hunts. There was a real light turnout as compared
to other FMDAC hunts. We had only around 68 hunters for
the hunts but the ones that were there were not
disappointed.

50/50 Drawings

Friday – Judy Stobbe – WY
Sat – George McElhone, NJ
Sun – David Carter

Carl McFeeders giving advice to friends

TOP PRIZES
2007 Spring Convention

MESA, AZ
Grand Prize
John Amato, AZ Arizona Treasure Hunters

1st Prize
Rick Costello, CA Sacramento Valley Detecting Buffs

Treasure Bag
Roland Chooljian, AZ Independent

Treasure Bag
Linda Pavlischak, PA Lancaster R&R Club

Treasure Bag
Ed Burke, PA Susquennah Valley

Treasure Bag
Judy Thomas, AZ Independent

Treasure Bag
John Howard, NY Genesee Valley

Treasure Bag
Rodney Robinson, AZ Independent

Discovery Electronics Detector - Kim “Streak” Cox, PA

Garrett Metal Detector – Dolly Kemp, NY

Fisher 75 Metal Detector – Beverly Fick, AZ

$500.00 Gift Certificate – J.W. Fishers – Ralph Shape, WA



The Quest 7 of 14
Summer 2007

2007

Thoughts on Responsible Metal Detecting
By Lee Wiese, FMDAC Western Chapter VP
leewiese@excite.com

The term Responsible Metal Detecting can bef ound in the Code
of Practice on Responsible Metal Detecting in England and
Wales a May 2006 publication. Howev er, the term Responsible
Metal Detecting in the U.S. is rarely used or def ined. I have used
the term in a number of articles but have never really thought
about what this term encompasses. This short article will be an
attempt to provide some def inition for Responsible Metal
Detecting.

Responsible Metal Detecting is to:

 Know and Follow the Law.
 Always Gain Permission.
 Always Apply the Metal Detecting Code of Ethics.
 Join a Metal Detecting Club and National Metal Detecting

Association.
 Understand the Potential Cultural Value of Your Find.
 Volunteer Your Services to the Hobby.

Know and Follow the Law means that one should read and
understand the American Antiquities Act of 1906 and
Archaeological Resources Protection Act of 1979. Archaeological
resources are part of our Nation's heritage and these two acts
cov er archaeological resources and their recov ery on public and
Indian lands.

The two acts cover all national public / Indian lands and in
many cases also have been adopted either wholly or in part by
many states to cover state lands. There are also additional
regulations that hav e been developed by the USDA Forest
Serv ice, Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and the National
Parks Service.

Most states also have laws that cov er just state parks,
beaches and recreation areas. States usually hav e a specific
web-site where y ou canf ind out almost ev erythingy ou need to
know. Some states do not allow metal detecting under any
situations, while most states require eitherv erbal, written
permission or a permit.

Then there are the county, city and school district laws. Each
of these entities may also hav e laws regulation metal detecting on
their specif ic lands. Contacting the authorities for these public
entities shouldy ield the inf ormationy ou need.

A good rule of thumb is if it is national, Indian land or is a
historical site it is off limits to metal detecting and other

lands require permission.

Always Gain Permission to search both public and priv ate land.
Permission should be acquired in writing when ever possible and
cov er the following: owner’s name, property address (Street, City,
State, Zip) with description of the area on the property to be
searched, purpose of access to the land, liability wav ier,
ownership of items found, property conditions after the search,
start / end date and time of the search with signatures of all
parties.

Otherwise gain verbal permission by contacting a public
authority in person or contacting a priv ate property owner in
person and obtaining verbal permission to enter the property. This
f orm of obtaining permission should cov er the same terms as
outlined in the written permission section above.

Always Apply the Metal Detecting Code of Ethics.
The metal detecting code of ethics is meant to re-enf orce the
national, state, county and city laws. The code of ethics also
cov ers gaining permission, property damage, tampering with
structures, equipment, gates and being an ambassador for the
hobby. These are important ethics statements and following them
may be difficult but very important in meeting the public’s
perception of how the hobby must and should be practiced.

Join a Metal Detecting Club and National Metal Detecting
Association, is a commitment to metal detecting excellences. By
joining y ou are committingy our time to learn more about the
hobby or to contribute your expertise / knowledge to others who
may be less senior in the hobby.

By joining a club and getting inv olved generates hobby
centralism. This centralism can impact many laws that are drawn
up in states and cities which in the past have had no voicef rom
those in the metal detecting hobby. If there is nov oice or
inv olvement from people in the hobby laws are created - many
times with a negative hobby impact.

So joining a club at the local lev el prov ides a local hobby
v oice and joining and getting involv ed with a national
organizations starts to generate the necessary centralism for
national support of the hobby.

Understand a Potential Cultural Value of Your Find is
practiced in England but not practiced well in the U.S. at least not
in an accepted method for most hobbyists. The reason to
characterize your find for its culture value is to understand if it
may be part of out American Heritage. If one is following the law
and not detecting on historical, national lands or Indian lands
there should not be a problem in getting adv ice on cultural value.
Howev er, having said that one must use caution by including
others for their opinion / expertise since this could cause a
litigation situation. But in the end it is ev eryone’s responsibility
who metal detects to ensure whether or not a find may be part of
our American Heritage and should be treated as such.

Volunteer Your Services to the Hobby. This could be in the
f orm of starting a metal detecting club iny our area, v olunteering
to be a club officer or a specif ic club chairperson.

Today more than ever clubs need volunteers to handle officer
duties / responsibilities, chairmanships f or membership, hunt
masters, club inv olvement projects, ev ident recov ery teams,
public relations, newsletters, etc. Many of these chairmanships
are important and without them the club will not grow or become
an inv olv ed part of the community.

As the local club needs v olunteer support and expertise so
does a national detecting organization. People who hav e been
with the hobby for a while should look in the national leadership
direction and move their experience to the next level.

There, now you have my thoughts on Responsible Metal
Detecting and how you must fit as a metal detector hobbyist.

Responsible Metal Detecting is for everyone who puts a
detector in his / her hands and starts a search for treasure

which may be under that next coil swing.
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“Water Walker” Answers Two Tough Questions

By Renowned Water Hunter Rick Browne
YANKEE TERRITORY COINSHOOTERS

Many of you have asked me, “What is the best
detector for water hunting?” And, “how do you find so
many objects for Find of the Month?” These are two very
good questions. However, you may not like the answers
but read on.

The best detector for water hunting is the one
you find the good stuff with.

I have detected from the Mediterranean Sea in the
east to past the Mariana Trench in the west, from the
Bearing Strait and Artic Ocean in the north to within 10
degrees of the Equator including the South Pacific, Gulf of
Mexico and Caribbean Sea. I have detected in nine
different countries in sweltering heat and beneath broken
ice on frozen ponds and in salt water as thick as a Slurpee.
In each case the beach conditions are what influence me
the most in choosing which detector I use. Additionally
each detector has its own pros and cons and I like each for
its own individual characteristics of discrimination, coil size,
weight, balance and comfort. I have used Garrett, White’s
and Minelab water units and they ALL have found the good
stuff.

My choice of detector hinges on several factors on
any given day. First, will the detector be affected by
nearby electrical interference, such as Rocky Neck State
Park? Second, is the beach known to be “trashy”
especially with iron? Third, is there a heavy undertow or
large amounts of seaweed I will have to swing through?
Fourth, can I stay away from others so as not to cause or
be hampered by heterodyning between machines? Fifth,
do I want to get an “edge” on deep targets? And lastly,
how lucky do I feel.

As for “How do you find so many objects?” It all
boils down to time and luck. I averaged 315 hours of
detecting in 90 days of water walking during each of the
past five years. Luck comes in choosing which beach to
go to. I play the odds and occasionally just go for a beach
I have not been to in some time. Of course the tides [and
storm erosion] play an important factor in salt water beach
selection.

I started counting the beaches I had detected in
the past five years and gave up. Let me just say that I
have over 500 beaches programmed into my GPS unit. I
have been to ALL of them, except for six new ones, over
the past 15 years. Some have closed and some are so
small only one person can detect the area at a time. Some
are only detectable after the swimming season or when the
lake drained, as is the case of one beach with a very sharp

drop off. Private beaches are accessible only with
permission and the timing has to be ideal. A “friend” on the
gate, an association member to go with you or a deserted
beach because of bad weather may be the key to a good
day of detecting.

Water detecting, like land, can be done in the dark.
But you really need to know what you are doing. It is
always advisable to have a “buddy” anytime day or night
you detect in the water, if for nothing more than safety’s
sa ke.

I enjoy helping anyone find answers to their
questions, at any time, just ask. This is true even if you do
not like the answers. I can get more specific as well as
give more detailed reasoning and opinions, just ask.

I almost forgot to add in the “detecting” miles
driven per year: on average 13,000. And the cost, a
conservative estimate, amortizing over the year is in the
neighborhood of $4500 per year. That includes equipment,
transportation, lodging and food. What a hobby!

Oh yes – May the ring of gold be in your ears and
the glitter in your scoop.

YOUR
AD

COULD
BE

HERE!
CONTACT ANY OFFICER

OR BOARD MEMBER

Call 812 385-5676
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YA! WE MEANT TO DO THAT!

Fro m Ill inoi s a nd Io wa T rea su re Hun te rs, In c.

Ju st when you tho ugh t th e hoo pla
su rro u ndin g the n e w Pre si den tial coin s wa s o ve r,
a no the r fu ss h a s beg un . Acco rdin g to Coin Wo rld
Ap ril 9 , 2 00 7 i ssu e the US Mi nt id fi eldin g
q ue sti on s ab ou t the pl a ceme nt o f th e i n scripti on
o n th e edg e, the same in scrip tio n th at we re
ru mo re d to h ave bee n l ef t of f the coin s. Be cau se
o f th e ra sh o f i nqui re s co nce rni ng the pla ce men t
o f th e i n scripti on a nd to a s wh y th e re i s su ch a
di scre pa ncy on wh e re it i s su pp o sed to be o r no t
su p po se d to b e.

Th e US Mi nt h a s a dd re sse d thi s o n thei r
We b site www.u smi nt .g ov. And the mill io n dolla r
a n swe r (tha t ’s a cu rren cy pun ) i s, “It wa s pla ced
a t ran dom ”.

No w b y comin g fo rth a nd sa ying tha t wha t
lo o ks li ke an e rro r, wa s st rategi c ran dom
pl a ceme nt , allo ws the Min t to sa y i n a “ce nts”,
“We m ea nt fo r th at to hap pen ”.

So fo r all o f tho se coin s you thou gh t we re
wo rth som ething o th e r th an a doll a r, n o w i t
su rfa ce s tha t yo u ’ve onl y go t a coin wo rth a
d olla r.

On a l igh te r side , the coin o f m an y co lo rs,
the Wa sh ing to n dolla r, ha s so ld o ve r 5 .5 mill i on
pi e ce s. Sol d i n bag s an d roll s, sale s a s of
Ma rch1 8th in di ca te th at the p ubli c li ke s thi s coi n;
o r tho ugh t the y we re goi ng to ge t ri ch wi th all o f
the e rro rs th at h ad be en rep o rted . L et ’s ho pe the
Mi nt can do b et te r wi th the l a st P re side nti al coi n
i ssu e d i n M a y, Joh n Adam s.

Ne xt yea r the Min t i s goi ng to relea se a
se ri e s call ed , “T he Fi rst Sp ou se ”, whi ch will be o f
n one o th e r th an Am e ri ca ’s Fi rst Ladi e s. T he
q uag mi re the Min t fin d s i tself in i s whe the r to
ma ke th em l oo k li ke the o th e r fem ale s that h a ve
b een rep re se nted on US coi n s o r d epi ct th em i n

the a tti re th e y wo re while thei r h u sba nd wa s i n
o f fice; b a si cally wh at kind o f d re ss to p ut o n th em.

RING RETURNED AFTER 30 YEARS

By Da n Zo ma ck, the Coa st Sta r

Fro m FM DAC m emb e r Ka ren Le ona rdi

Wa ll To wn ship re si den t Te rri Rug ge lo st
h e r hig h scho ol cl a ss rin g nea rl y 3 0 ye a rs ago .
Th e ri ng she ha d l on g sin ce fo rg ot te n abo ut h a s
b een retu rne d to he r.

She do e s no t remem be r lo sin g the ri ng;
sh e di d no t even re call wh at the rin g l oo ke d li ke
a nd ne ede d to call a f ri end in Flo ri da to de scribe
the stone se t i nto the Mi ddle to wn To wn ship Hig h
School Cla ss i f 19 68 rin g to see if the rin g did , i n
fa ct , bel ong to he r.

M rs. Rugg e, wh o se m aid en nam e i s
L a ske y, wa s th e onl y fem ale wh o g rad ua ted tha t
ye a r f rom the hi gh school with th e i niti al s T .A .L .
so the re i s no o ne el se the pie ce o f je wel ry coul d
h a ve bel ong ed to.

M rs. Rugg e g re w up in Mid dle to wn af te r
mo vi ng the re f rom Sta ten Isl an d wi th in 19 60 .
A f te r g radu ati ng hig h sch ool in 19 68, sh e
a t ten ded S t . Pe te r’s Nu rsing scho ol i n Ne w
Brun swi ck, g rad uati ng in 19 71 an d su b seq ue ntl y
too k a job a t Rive rvie w Ho spi tal in Red Ban k.
She li ved in the Lo ng Bran ch a rea be fo re
re lo ca ting to Wall To wn sh ip, wh e re she h a s li ve d
si n ce 1 980 .

Ea rlie r thi s mon th M rs. Ru gge recei ved a n
em ail f rom Ka ren Le ona rdi f ro m the Wil ke s Ba rre ,
PA . A rea in fo rming h e r th at some on e u si ng a
me tal d etecto r had foun d wha t i s to be beli eved
h e r cl a ss rin g i n a pa rk l o ca ted in no rthea ste rn
Pen n syl va nia . M rs. Ru gg e ’s em ail al so men tio ned
tha t th e ri ng wa s fo un d 3 ye a rs a go .

M rs. Rugg e, wh o sai d sh e i s in tui ti vel y
su sp i ci ou s, ini tiall y beli e ved o ne of h e r f ri end s
wa s pl ayi ng a jo ke on h e r. Bu t , sh e would soo n
le a rn tha t M rs. Le ona rdi wa s not kid ding .

Ken Go ss, a memb e r an d se creta ry o f The
Bl a ck Dia mon d T rea su re Hun te rs Cl ub in
Ki ng ston , PA . , wa s o ut with hi s m etal dete cto r i n
Ki rb y Pa rk, Wil ke s Ba rre, PA. , one a f te rn oo n
wh en hi s Minel ab Me tal De te cto r pi cked up o n
me tal in the we t g ra ss. Ju st bel o w th e g ra ss li ne

WHY
ME?
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M r. Go ss u n co ve red wh at a ppe a re d to be a g old
ri ng cove re d i n da rk di rt .

He sai d “th e gl it te r o f yell o w sta nd s ou t ” so
h e kn e w he ha d fo und a n au the nti c gol d ri ng .

A f te r ru bbin g th e di rt a way, he di sco ve red
the rin g wa s d e sign ed fo r a woman a nd bo re an
in scrip tio n f ro m Mi ddle to wn T o wn shi p Hi gh Scho ol
wi th the i niti al s T .A .L .

M r. Go ss t ri ed re se a rchin g the scho ol and
ini tial s th ro ugh the Inte rne t bu t wa s co ming u p
em pty. M r. Go ss so u g ht the a ssi sta n ce o f fello w
Bl a ck Dia mon d m emb e r and f rien d Ka ren
L eon a rdi .

M rs. Leo na rdi h a s belo nge d to the club fo r
n ea rl y a de ca de . Th e clu b of ten find s obj e cts that
b elon g to o th e r peo ple an d Ka ren ha s be come a
so rt of u no ffi cial re sea rch e r wi thi n th e g rou p to
f ind the o wne rs of the se lo st and o ften fo rg ot ten
o bje cts.

Thi s pa rti cul a r ring wa s gi vin g M rs.
L eon a rdi som e t ro uble tho ugh b ecau se
Mi ddle to wn To wn ship Hig h Scho ol had clo se d i ts
d oo rs, thu s n o reco rd s we re a vailabl e and T .A .L .
wa s no t a mem be r o f an y of the cl a ss re uni on
We b site s M rs. Leo na rdi uti l i ze s in he r re sea rch .

Some h ead wa y in to findi ng the elu si ve
T.A .L. cam e abo ut wh en M rs. L eon a rdi foun d an
al umni We bp age b elon ging to th e 196 8 cl a ss o f
Mi ddle to wn. Sh e sai d sh e ch e cked the si te e ve ry
so o ften in th e hop e s th at the ini tial s would p op
u p o r a m a rrie d nam e begi nnin g wi th the le tte r T
wo uld re gi ste r o n th e si te . In Ja nua ry M rs.
L eon a rdi g ot a hi t.

Th e name Th e re sa A . La ske y Rug ge
a ppe a re d on th e si te with an emai l a dd re ss, to
M rs. Leo na rdi ’s d eligh t an d su rp ri se .

Fin ally, a fte r nea rl y two yea rs of sea rchin g,
M rs. Leo na rdi se nt a n e mail to M rs. Rugg e
e xplaini ng ho w a nd whe re he r cla ss ri ng wa s
fou nd .

M rs. Rugg e had h e r su sp i cion s an d dou bts
re ga rding the validi t y of thi s st ra nge em ail
d e scri bin g an un belie va ble sto ry a bou t a cl a ss
ri ng th at sup po se dl y b elo nge d to he r.
No ne thel e ss, sh e wa s cu riou s.

“I ch e cked all m y thi ng s and the rin g wa s
n ot the re, ” she sai d. She calle d a f rie nd in
Flo ri da an d a ske d wha t colo r the sto ne wa s th at
wa s se t in to the rin g. T he an swe r, bl ue ,
co nfi rm ed tha t the ri ng did b elon g to he r cla ss a n d
a ppa ren tl y m u st ha ve belo nge d to h e r be ca u se a
lo o k th roug h he r school yea rbo o k reveale d he r a s
b eing the o nly p e rson in h e r cl a ss with th o se
e xact initi al s.

She do e s no t e ven rem embe r e ve r bein g i n
Ki rb y Pa rk whe re th e ring wa s foun d, thou gh he r
p a re nts mo ve d to tha t a rea in 1 975 . She said she
sto pp ed we a ring the rin g when sh e g rad ua ted
f rom n u rsi ng school a nd be ga n we a rin g a ri ng
f rom the re. Tho ugh b eing in g ood co ndi tion M rs.
L eon a rdi too k the ring to Zale s Je wel ry ne a r he r
h ome fo r i t to be cl ean ed be fo re se ndi ng it to M rs.
Ru gge Th e sto re m ana ge r, Mi chelle Rei sse r,
c le ane d th e ri ng fo r f re e be cau se of the un u sual
c i rcum stan ce s su rroun ding the re cove ry of the
lo st obje ct.

Wh en a ske d why she wo uld clea n th e ri ng
f ree o f cha rge, sh e sai d, “I tho ug ht it wa s a reall y
n ea t sto ry”. She a ctuall y cl ean s all the ring s tha t
Bl a ck Dia mon d T rea su re Hun te rs Cl ub fi nd s f ree
o f cha rge be ca u se sh e beli eve s th ey a re doin g “a
g rea t thi ng fo r peo ple the y don ’t e ve n kn o w”.

M rs. Rugg e sai d, “She too wa s ple a sed to
le a rn the re a re pe ople wh o de vo te so mu ch tim e
a nd e ffo rt fo r a st ra nge r. T he y a re re ally
e xce pti onal p eopl e, ” sh e sai d, “It i s hea rt wa rmi ng
the y woul d ta ke thei r time to do the re sea rch to
f ind me . ”

M rs. Rugg e ha s th e ri ng she h ad
com ple tel y fo rgo tten ab ou t and p roba bl y would
n e ve r rem embe r i f no t fo r a n hon e st g ro up o f
st ra n ge rs i n Pe nn sylvani a.

Me mbe rs o f th e Bla ck Di amo nd T H’e rs
co ntin ue to fin d ri ng s an d a re doi ng re se a rch to
f ind the o wne rs. Ka ren L eon a rdi said she “i s gla d
p eopl e a re g et ting thei r m emo ri e s b ack”, an d he r
g rou p will con tin ue doi ng thei r go od wo rk.

THE FMDAC BOARD OF DIRECTORS
SAY

THANKS!
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PRESIDENT BILLER ENJOYING THE
ENTERTAINMENT

It’s hard to believe that summer has arrived. I
realize that it’s a busy time of the year for vacations and
family responsibilities and the FMDAC is busy as well.
For starters we had a very successful convention in
Mesa, AZ. Kudos are in order for Mike Smith S.W
Chapter President for a fantastic job in co-coordinating a
wonderful and unique outing. From the cowboy cookout
at Goldfield, a gold prospecting tour, fantastic seminars,
great hunts and a facil ity second to none the weekend in
AZ was one of the best ever.

Lately there has been legislation proposed by
our government to land grab large parcels of “our” land.
It is evident that all of these measures are harmful and
dangerous to our interests. It is your duty to contact your
local legislators and protest these attempts to stifle our
hobby. Don’t wait for others to do the job, make your
voice heard. The FMDAC will stay on top of the matter
and keep you informed and will do whatever it takes to
help in the effort. Please go to the Website, click on
Alerts and send your letters.

It is encouraging to see that we have signed up
a few new clubs in the Federation and a few of the older
clubs that have not belonged for several years coming
back. Also the independent membership continues to
rise and that is reassuring.

If you haven’t visited our Website for a while
your in for a real treat. Lee has done a fantastic job and
we now have a top notch Website that rivals the best.
My hat goes off to lee for a job well done. Take a tour

and stop by the forum. Post a message and let the
membership hear about you and your finds. You can get
involved easily like a new club in N.C. who went to the
site and downloaded the Wal-Mart Program to help
recruit members.

It’s not too early to start planning for the Fall
Convention on Nov. 4 thru 6 in Butler, PA. The Butler
Club will be hosting the event and many plans are in the
works. Hopefully the weekend will start with a natural
hunt for early arrivals and plans are also being worked
on for a possible Fall River cruise on Friday evening. As
the event nears we will keep you informed on the
Website.

This year will be the election year for chapter
officers. If you are interested in running for a chapter
office you must be nominated by a club before
September 15, 2007. If you need to know more on
running you may contact any of the National Officers and
they can give you any info you may need.

In closing, remember this is your organization and
the officers are always willing to listen to any idea or
comments you may have.

HAVE A GREAT SUMMER

Duane

WRAPPING THINGS UP

Mark your calendars. September 1st will be the
annual FMDAC Western Chapter Fall Hunt in
conjunction with the Foresthill, California Heritage
Celebration. If you have Web access just click on Hunts
on the FMDAC Home Page, if not call or write Mike
Smith at the address on page 2.

Mid Atlantic Chapter Fall Hunt will be October
28th at Carlisle, Pennsylvania Convention Center. It is
also on the Website or contact Vic Kamer on page 2.

GONE HUNT’N

NO REPORTS

Please send any inf ormation about deceased members to
Dav e Perry at djperry900@peoplepc.com or address on page

two.
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MORE CONVENTION PICTURES

SUPERSTITION MOUNTAIN BEHIND GOLDFIELD

LES ALEXANDER AND WIFE ENTERTAIN

JILL McFEEDERS GIVING A BIG WAVE

DELUXE REGISTRATION AREA!

RON DAVID AND OTHERS PREPARE FOR THE HUNT

MIKE SMITH GIVES INSTRUCTIONS TO THE
HUNTERS
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FROM THE LEGISLATIVE DESK

We hav e had an interestingy ear sof ar on the
legislativ e department. We have seen a number of bills that
hav e been both positive and negative. Hopefully ev eryone has
been made aware of these happenings. You should hav e
receiv ed the info from y our club contact who should have
receiv ed it from the chapter president. Ory ou may have seen it
on the website. Check the website often for any breaking info.
You will find it in the left hand column of the home page.

There were two bills in the hobbies f avor in the
spotlight this year. One was in Washington State tof urther
clarify detecting in the state parks and to open up more areas.
This bill was designed to force the park system, or more likely
the archaeologists, to prov e that a site has something worth
protecting on it and not just a blanket “We think something
happened there” attitude.

The second one was in the state of Texas. It was to
open up the parks to detecting. The parks there have been
closed for many, many y ears. This was not thef irst attempt at
this endeavor. Unfortunately it, like the WA bill, did not make it
out of committee. Both bills were blocked. Although this can
be looked on as a defeat, we can also view it as an
accomplishment just to get a bill written and submitted to the
legislature. Someone had to sponsor it so that tells us that
there are af ew legislators in our ball park.

The KY bill to require permits on priv ate property went
down to def eat. To be specific it did not get to av ote. This was
a big win as this was the third def eat for this same ty pe of
legislation. I can telly ou that there are members of the
archaeological community who were also fighting this bill.
Those who are not associated with the “status quo” would hav e
been hurt by this one. It has finally gotten to the point where
the “elitist” are eating their own ranks. I feel the next f ew years
may be interesting as it is my understanding that a movement
is beginning to go after these ridiculous laws and out of control
commissions dealing with archaeological matters. And it is
coming from within.

There is presently a bill in CA, AB 1032, that would
allow many more streams to be shut off to dredging. This is
due to both low water lev els and protecting trout. Although I do
not disagree with a certain level of protection there is already
plenty of protection for it on the books. This one goes sof ar as
to set af eef or permits f or both residents and non residents,
and a higher fee if an “on sitev isit” is required to inspect the

area where the permit is issued for. That permit can also be
rev oked at any time. I wonder if the person will get a ref und if
the permit is revoked later on. The real goal here in my
opinion is to chip away at dredging toward the elimination of it.

Next we hav e HR 2016, National Landscape
Conserv ation Act. What this will do is to take millions of acres
of BLM land and put it under the National Parks regulations.

Many activities that are now allowed on that land will no longer
be allowed. The goal is to turn it all into park land. The f ederal
gov ernment already has much more park land then it can
manage. Now they want to add to it. Yes it is already f ederal
land but with a whole different set of rules. Contrary to what
some have said on a forum where this info was posted, this
has nothing to do with wanting to bulldoze Yellowstone for oil
and gas or to be against protecting natural resources, or f or
raping the landscape. It has to do with the people having
access to the property that we own. I agree with responsible
access but the direction these things are headed is not a pretty
site. It would not surprise me a bit that someday ally ou will be
able to do is to stand on a viewing platform or look thru a hole
in a f ence at millions of acres of federal property. No one
allowed on it as we might damage some vegetation. Can’t
ev en take a bus thru as it would pollute to much. And all the
roads would hav e been remov ed any way.

Mark Schuessler

HOPE IS RINGING TRUE, AT LAST

WHEN A STRANGER FINDS A RING SHE LOST LONG AGO,
A WOMAN REGAINS A TREASURED GIFT, AND MORE

http://pqasb.pqarchiver.com/sptimes/access/1204285871.htm
l?dids=1204285871:1204285871&FMT=FT&FMTS=ABS:FT
&date=Jan+28%2C+2007&author=ERIN+SULLIVAN&pub=
St.+Petersburg+Times&edition=&startpage=1&desc=Hope+is

+ringing+true%2C+at+last

They would not let us publish the article but the abov e link
should take you to it.

By Erin Sullivan
Published January 26, 2007

SEND YOUR ARTICLES AND LINKS TO
DAVE PERRY, EDITOR

Contact information on page two.
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PROUD TO SUPPORT THE FMDAC
www.whiteselectronics.com

THE FMDAC’S CODE OF ETHICS

I WILL ALWAYS CHECK FEDERAL, STATE, COUNTY AND LOCAL LAWS BEFORE SEARCHING. IT IS MY
RESPONSIBILITY TO “KNOW THE LAW “.

I WILL RESPECT PRIVATE PROPERTY AND WILL NOT ENTER PRIVATE PROPERTY WITHOUT THE
OWNER’S PERMISSION. WHERE POSSIBLE, SUCH PERMISSION WILL BE IN WRITING.

I WILL TAKE CARE TO REFILL ALL HOLES AND TRY NOT TO LEAVE ANY DAMAGE.

I WILL REMOVE AND DISPOSE OF ANY AND ALL TRASH AND LITTER THAT I FIND.

I WILL APPRECIATE AND PROTECT OUR INHERITANCE OF NATURAL RESOURCES, WILDLIFE AND
PRIVATE PROPERTY.

I WILL, AS AN AMBASSADOR FOR THE HOBBY, USE THOUGHTFULNESS, CONSIDERATION AND COURTESY
AT ALL TIMES.

I WILL WORK TO HELP BRING UNITY TO OUR HOBBY BY WORKING WITH ANY ORGANIZATION OF ANY
GEOGRAPHIC AREA THAT MAY HAVE PROBLEMS THAT WILL LIMIT THEIR ABILITY TO PEACEFULLY
PURSUE THE HOBBY.

I WILL LEAVE GATES AS FOUND.

I WILL BUILD FIRES IN DESIGNATED OR SAFE PLACES ONLY.

I WILL REPORT TO THE PROPER AUTHORITIES ANY INDIVIDUALS WHO ENTER AND OR REMOVES
ARTIFACTS FROM FEDERAL PARKS OR STATE PRESERVES.

LOCAL DEALER SPECIAL

WITH THE PURCHASE OF:
XLT

RECEIVE FREE CASE AND HEADPHONES
“HOW TO FIND TREASURE” By Dick Stout

DVD HOW TO OPERATE THE XLT

DFX
RECEIVE FREE CASE, HEADPHONES AND

BULLSEYE PINPOINTER
“HOW TO FIND TREASURE” By Dick Stout

UNDERSTANDING THE DFX by Jimmy Sierra
2-DVD’S HOW TO OPERATE AND UNDERSTAND

THE DFX

SPECIAL PRICING ON

PRIZM’S

SEE YOUR DEALER FOR
OTHER SPECIALS


